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FIA Formula E/Simon Galloway
Practice
Formula E is known for its 
single-day format where both 
practice sessions, qualifying, 
and the race is usually on 
the same day. However, for 
this season, the first practice 
session will be a day before 
the race.  Then the second 
practice session follows on 
day two with qualifying and 
the race completing the day. 
In case of a doubleheader, the 
third day will have another 
practice session.

Also new this season is that 
during one weekend, teams 
must field a rookie driver in 
a free practice session. This 
rookie can’t have participated 
in a Formula E race before.  
 
When the rule was first 
announced, the teams were 
mandated to let a rookie run 
twice in a season and were 
only allowed to run them 
in FP1. However, the teams 
protested as Formula E only 
schedules a small amount of 
time for practice, so fielding 
a rookie makes much-needed 
practice time even shorter. 
Formula E changed it to only 
once and in either practice 
session prior to the Mexico 
City ePrix.

Attack Charge is something new for Gen 3. Formula E, the FIA, and its partners have 
been trying to develop battery and charging capabilities that will allow the Gen 3 car 
to receive a boost of energy during the race. This has resulted in a battery able of re-
ceiving 4kWh of energy in 30 seconds. This makes it the most advanced EV battery in 
the world. During select races this coming season, Formula E will mandate a 30-sec-
ond Attack Charge stop during a predetermined period during the race. This enables 
two enhanced Attack Mode periods that can be deployed later in the race. 
Fanboost, a fan vote where the top drivers in the vote received a power boost during 
the race, has been discontinued.

Attack Charge
Since the release of the Gen 2 Formula E has had something called ‘Attack Mode’. 
During the race, drivers will drive over a specially designated area slightly off the rac-
ing line to activate the Attack Mode. For a limited amount of time, the power output 
of the car will be 350kW instead of 300kW. In previous seasons, how often and for 
how long always was decided right before the race. 
For this season, however, it has been altered. Drivers will be given a specific quantity 
of Attack Mode in the bulletin before the race weekend. 
During the race, before taking their first Attack Mode the driver has to decide be-
tween several scenarios. These scenarios decide how many minutes of Attack Mode 
a driver has during their first activation and then their second activation. These can 
be up to five scenarios, depending on the amount of time given those are 1-5 sce-
narios. For example, if drivers are given four minutes there are three scenarios. S1: 
1+3 minutes, S2: 2+2 minutes, S3 3+1 minutes.

Formula E, the only 
single-seater series 
besides Formula 1 
to be granted World 
Championship status, 
enters its ninth season 
this year. The series 
that had its inaugu-
ral race back in 2014 
will now embark on a 
new era with its Gen 3 
car. A new car means 
a slightly altered for-
mat, but what was 
changed?

FIA Formula E/Simon Galloway

Formula E’s Gen 3: 
A New Era For Season 9
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Laps instead of time
In past seasons, Formula E raced on time. The races would last 45 minutes + 1 lap. How-
ever, for this season that has been revamped. Races will be run over laps instead of a set 
time period. This is something we already saw from season 2 until season 4. Just like last 
season, Safety Car and Full Course Yellow periods will be compensated. Now with laps op-
posed to time. This only happens if an SC or FCY period occurs before 80% of the race has 
elapsed. For example, for a reference lap time of “1min 30sec”, a total time of 4 minutes 
and 15 seconds of FCY and SC periods would be converted into 2 additional laps.

The new car
For this season Formula E will race with the Spark Gen 3, the successor of the Gen 2 
(SRT05e). The car is estimated to have a top speed of 320kph and is 60 kg lighter than 
the Gen 2. It also includes an additional front powertrain and no rear brakes. The power 
output will also be 100kW more with 350kW. The car will have double the regen capacity 
- meaning more than 40% of the energy used in-race is via regeneration under braking.

FIA Formula E

A new car might mean some issues for the teams during the season. Testing so far has 
seen several safety issues raised. a failsafe brake system is set to be implemented soon 
but won’t be there for the first few races.
Drivers have said the cars will be trickier to drive, the braking will be different and the car 
doesn’t have much downforce. With Gen 3, Formula E also welcomes a new tyre supplier 
in Hankook.
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DS Penske - from 
backmarker to top team?

New season, new pecking or-
der?

In the previous season, the team (then 
called Dragon Penske) finished in last 
place of the team championship with just 
2 points to their name. Dragon has now 
left the team as a sponsor, and DS has 
joined the team after leaving the now 
departed team Techeetah. With the new 
partnership comes both money and ex-
perience towards the Penske team. In 
the pre-season test held in December, 
DS Penske drivers Stoffel Vandoorne and 
Jean-Éric Vergne finished the final testing 
day in P2 and P3, and the practice race 
in 8th and 4th respectively. Will the team 
be able to repeat similarly good results 
during the season?

DS Penske is not the only team finding 
themselves in a different position in test-
ing than they did in the previous season. 
After competing for the WDC and WCC 
in season 8, Jaguar TCS Racing appear to 
be struggling with the new generation of 
car. Sam Bird finished the last test day in 
a promising 6th position, but vice cham-
pion Mitch Evans was classified in 17th, 
almost one second off the top time. In 
the practice race that was held on day 2, 
Bird and Evans finished in 16th and 12th 
respectively. TAG Heuer Porsche seems to 
have been able to get even closer to the 
top of the field than the previous season, 
coming in 5th (Pascal Wehrlein) and 7th 
(António Félix da Costa) in the practice 
race. Of course not all teams run the same 
test schedule, and some might even be 
holding back, so it’s possible the tables 
will be turned in who will and who won’t 
be fighting for points (and more) from 
Mexico onwards.

Qualifying
After a lot of criticism from teams and drivers Formula E changed its qualifying format last 
season. This season’s qualifying remains the same as the changed format, but there is a 
slight change. Drivers are divided into two groups based on championship order, Group 
A (odd positions) and Group B (even positions). . Each group gets a total of 12 minutes 
to try and set a fast lap time in the 300kW power mode. However, they have to set a time 
at least once within the first six minutes. The top 4 drivers of both groups advance to the 
duels stage. In the duels stage, the power mode goes to 350kW. 

Opposed to last season where P1 in Group A would go against P4 from Group B  in the 
Quarter-Finals, Groups A and B only meet during the final. The Quarter-Finals see P1 
Group A vs P4 Group A and P2 Group A vs P3 Group A, the same goes for Group B. The 
winners of those duels advance to the Semi-Finals where two winners in their respective 
groups duel each other. This leaves us with a single winner in both groups, these two driv-
ers duel each other in the final. The winner of the final will take pole.
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The Gen3 cars on track during the practice race 
at the pre-season test in Valencia in December 
2022
Photo via @fiaformulae on Instagram 

New countries, new tracks!
The upcoming Formula E season is sup-
posed to take place over 16 races in elev-
en countries. New on the calendar, and 
new for the series: Hyderabad (India) on 
February 11, Cape Town (South Africa) on 
February 25, São Paulo (Brazil) on March 
25, and finally Portland (USA) on June 24 
(instead of New York due to recent chang-
es to the cruise terminal where the track 
and E-Village are located). It is not yet 
entirely known how some of these tracks 
will look, as they are still subject to circuit 
homologations, but designs for the street 
tracks look promising.

In addition to the new circuits, some of 
the returning ones have made minor al-
terations to their layouts, too, such as the 
Mexico City track which has added a chi-
cane between T8 and T9 (now T12). Who 
will be the best at adjusting to the new 
tracks with little data? How will the layout 
changes affect the races?

Fast charging in selected 
races
The Gen3 cars have the ability for fast 
recharging, which will be tested in some 
races throughout the season. During 
those races, each driver is required to 
make a so-called “attack charge” pitstop. 
This then gives the driver two extra attack 
mode activations. In races without fast 
recharging, the “normal” attack mode is 
used. What tracks will be selected for the 
new technology? How will the pitstops 
affect the strategy? Will it even work with-
out technical difficulties?
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With the departure of Mercedes from the Mercedes-EQ Formula E Team at 
the end of the 2021-2022 season, it could only be another giant of the mo-
torsports world that could take it over. Since its introduction to the world of 
Formula E in 2019, the Mercedes- EQ team has been nothing but a success 
story, winning both the Teams’ Championships and Drivers’ Championships 

in the 2020/2021 seasons.
The incoming McLaren team undoubtedly has big shoes to fill as it enters 
Season 9 at the beginning of the Gen3 era. However, Formula E will not be 
their only or first venture into electric racing. In 2022, the NEOM McLaren 

Extreme E team enjoyed a successful rookie season.
After starting his career as a McLaren Automotive Manufacturing Engineer, 

Ian James will return to the Woking team as the Team Principal following his 
successful leadership of the Mercedes-EQ team to victory in both the teams’ 
and drivers’ championships in Season 7 and Season 8 and a career bursting 

with highlights as a previous member of the Mercedes Formula 1 Team.
The team will be sponsored by NEOM, a new smart-city currently being built 
in Saudi Arabia with strong ties to Extreme E already, and with a Nissan EV 
Powertrain, and an exciting and talented team of drivers, the future of Mc-

Laren in Formula E appears bright. 

McLaren

Instagram/alastair.staley
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René Rast’s career only gets more impressive 
the longer you look at it. The German driver has 
seemed to enjoy success in every facet of mo-
tor racing, from endurance racing to sports cars 
to a recent career in electric racing. Rast has been 
praised by the former Aguri Team Principal, Mark 
Preston, as a driver with an incredible technical 
understanding of Formula E and with a reputa-
tion as a tenacious driver with an incredible abili-
ty to extract the finest margins for technical teams. 
 
Rast is a three-time DTM champion in 2017, 2019 
and 2020, as well as holding overall wins at the 
2012 and 2014 24 Hours of Spa, and at the 2014 
24 Hours of Nurburgring, as well as a class win 
at the 2012 24 Hours of Daytona. He debuted in 
Formula E at the 2016 Berlin ePrix for eTeam Agu-
ri as a replacement for António Félix da Costa be-
fore becoming a member of the Audi Sport ABT 
Schaeffler team for the last six races of the 2019/20 
season and for the 2020/2021 season prior to 
Audi’s exit at the end of that season. In Formula 
E, he has achieved 2 podiums and 2 fastest laps.  

As the second driver announced for NEOM Mclaren For-
mula E, Jake Hughes has already made his mark for the 
upcoming season. In the simulated race at Valencia on the 
14th December 2022 that was set up to test the Gen 3, 
Hughes placed first above his teammate, René Rast in third, 
and Maximillian Günther for Maserati by 1.64 seconds. 
2022/2023 will be Hughes’ rookie season for Formula E. 
He is a familiar face around the Formula E paddock already 
however, making his first appearance alongside Jamie 
Chadwick at the 2019 Rookie Test for Nio Formula E Team 
and testing with the Mercedes-Benz EQ Formula E Team 
in 2020. He served as a reserve and development driver 
for Venturi Racing in the 2020/21 and 2021/2022 seasons. 
Since the age of 18, Hughes has been competing in single 
seaters, winning the very first BRDC Formula 4 Champion-
ship in 2013 with Lanan Racing. From his early success, he 
has only continued to move up the ranks, competing in 
Formula Renault, GP3 and, most notably, in the Formula 3 
and Formula 2 Championships. In 2019, he acheived 90 of 
his team’s points, HWA Racelab in the Championship that 
year, and 111.5 of the team’s 138.5 points in 2020. Hughes 
made his Formula 2 debut in 2020 and in 2021, giving BWT 
HWA Racelab their best ever podium finish and scoring his 
first F2 points when he finished 4th in the sprint race at 
Sochi. Despite signing with Van Amersfoot racing for the 
2022 Formula 2 season, Jake had to leave the season early 
before Spa-Francorchamps due to his growing Formula E 

commitments.
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Maserati and ROKiT Venturi Racing have signed a multi-year partnership 
and will be competing under Maserati MSG for Formula E’s 9th season in 

2023. With Gen3 set to be the fastest, lightest and most sustainable electric 
single-seat car yet, the team hope to continue their fighting spirit, as well 

as their thirst for ground-breaking innovation. This partnership means that 
Maserati breaks their 60-year hiatus from a single seater sport, bringing the 
only Italian team to Formula E. CEO of Maserati, Davide Grasso echoed this: 
“We are happy to share this adventure with a partner that has the same val-

ues as we do [...] We share with the ROKiT Venturi Racing team the same 
determination and desire to compete and win on circuits all over the globe”. 

Susie Wolff, CEO and Managing Partner of ROKiT Venturi Racing shows her 
confidence in the upcoming partnership, stating that uniting with Maserati 
marks the start of a new chapter and represents the best possible outcome 

for the team”. Clearly 2023 is looking to be an interesting season for the 
team - with the design and manufacturing from Maseratti and the racing 

experience of ROKiT Venturi Racing, Maserati MSG are hopeful of a compre-
hensive and competitive package. Thus, giving them a better chance to be-

come championship contenders in the Gen3 era. 

Maserati MSG

Instagram/fiaformulae
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Eduardo Mortara has a rich history in motorsport, 
first entering the lower Formula series in 2006 with 
Formula Renault. He became the Formula 3 Euro Se-
ries drivers champion in 2010, winning by a margin 
of 25 points. Mortara eventually switched to DTM in 
2011, where he remained until 2018. His best over-
all DTM finish was 2nd in 2016 after a controversial 
penalty in Hungary cost him valuable championship 
points and potentially the title. Despite this, Mor-
tara established an enviable DTM legacy, consisting 
of 10 wins, 26 podiums, 5 poles, and 6 fastest laps 

set. 
Soon after, Mortara made his Formula E debut with 
Venturi in 2017, finishing the season in 13th place 
after achieving one podium. His 2021 season had a 
troublesome start, but Mortara finished the season 
in 2nd place despite this setback after earning one 
win and three additional podium finishes. The 2022 
season saw Mortara securing another 4 wins at Di-
riyah, Berlin, Marrakesh and Seoul - earning him 
an excellent 3rd place in the driver’s championship 

standings.

After karting from 2007 to 2010, Maximilian Gün-
ther joined open-wheel racing at age 13 in Formula 
BMW Talent Cup in 2011. Success soon led to him 
joining Formula 2 with Arden, but with few points 
finishes, Günther only ended up 14th in the champi-
onship, despite winning the Silverstone sprint race 
in 2017. Günther’s first outing in a Formula E car was 
at the 2018 rookie test in Marrakech with Dragon 
Racing, who later he signed a seat with the same 
year. His first race start was then in the Diriyah ePrix 

in December 2018. 

After finishing 17th in the championship standings, 
Günther switched teams to BMW for two seasons, 
taking his first victory at the Santiago ePrix in 2020 
and later taking another in one of the Berlin rac-
es. In that same 2019/20 season, Günther had his 
best championship result of 9th. For the 2021 sea-
son, Günther bagged another win at one of the New 
York ePrix, finishing 16th overall. In 2022, the Ger-
man driver switched to Nissan e.dams with a sea-
son’s best finish of 8th place, but 19th in the drivers 
championship. Günther has switched teams once 
again and will now drive for Maserati MSG in the 

2023 season. 
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After partnering with Dragon for two seasons, Penske is now 
working together with French manufacturer DS who had 
previously worked together with the now absent Techee-

tah team. The Penske team was founded in 2007 by owner 
and team principal Jay Penske. In 2014, Penske became one 
of the three founding teams of FIA Formula E and finished 
2nd in that inaugural season. DS joined the series in 2015 
and has won two titles since. Having competed in every 

race since the start of FE, Penske is grounded in its history. 
Throughout the seasons so far, the team has had 11 differ-
ent drivers, including ex Toro Rosso F1 driver Brendon Hart-
ley and ex Alfa Romeo F1 driver Antonio Giovinazzi. As well 
as the new partnership with DS, two new champion drivers 
have joined the team: double champion Jean-Éric Vergne 

and reigning world champion Stoffel Vandoorne.

DS Penske

Instagram/Sam Bloxham
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Starting karting when he was 6 years old, Stoffel 
Vandoorne quickly moved up the motorsport lad-
der into F4 Eurocup in 2010, where he won 6 races 
and clinched the title. In 2013, he joined the McLar-
en Young Driver Programme and was announced as 
the F1 reserve driver for the British team. The Bel-
gian driver made his F1 debut at the 2016 Bahrain 
Grand Prix when he replaced Fernando Alonso. As 
a former F1 driver, Stoffel had a lot of experience 
in high-level racing when he switched over to For-
mula E in 2018, joining HWA Racelab. Vandoorne 
stayed with the team when they transitioned into 
Mercedes-EQ in 2019 and has been racing for them 
until their departure at the end of the 2021/2022 
season. After being vice-champion in Season 6, 
Vandoorne achieved the Drivers’ World Champion 

title in Season 8 by 33 points.

Jean-Éric Vergne started his single-seater career in 
the 2007 French Formula Renault Campus series, 
winning the title in his first attempt after finishing 
on the podium in 10 out of 13 races. After an out-
standing junior career, Vergne did time in Formu-
la 1 when he joined Toro Rosso for three seasons 
from 2012-2014 and was Ferrari test and develop-
ment driver for two seasons from 2015 to 2016. The 
French driver made his Formula E debut for Andretti 
Autosport in 2015 at the Punta del Este ePrix and 
even took pole position on his first outing in the 
series. After a less than ideal season with DS Virgin 
Racing in 2015/16, Vergne switched to his current 
team for Season 3. The switch to Techeetah paid off, 
as in Seasons 4 and 5, Vergne secured the FE cham-
pionship with them. Together with DS, he is making 
the switch to DS Penske for the upcoming Season 
9. To this day, Vergne is the only driver to have won 

the driver’s championship twice.
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The Jaguar brand is a well-known name in the world of motor racing and 
has been around since the 1940s, having competed in Formula 1 from 2000 
till 2004, but also having raced with various sportscars, such as XJR sports-

cars, GT2s, GT3s, and GT4s. The team joined the Formula E grid in the series’ 
3rd season, competing under the name Panasonic Jaguar Racing. Though 
the team struggled with results in their first few seasons in Formula E, hav-

ing a highest finish of 6th in their second, Jaguar has since turned their 
luck around. After entering the 2020/21 season with new signing Sam Bird 
and Kiwi Mitch Evans, they finished 2nd in the Team’s Championship. The 
2021/22 season proved tougher for the team, with a fourth place finish in 

the championship. Despite the lower finish compared to last season, Jaguar 
scored  more points, with the same duo of Evans and Bird between them 

scoring 231 points, four wins, seven podiums. The team’s best points finish 
was in the first round in Rome, with 35 points scored. Both Evans and Bird 

will be racing for Jaguar again in the upcoming 2022/23 season. 

Jaguar

FIA Formula E/ Malcolm Griffiths
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Kiwi driver Mitch Evans started driving karts in 2007 
at the age of 13. He competed in New Zealand and 
Australian competitions at the beginning of his ca-
reer, before also moving to Europe to compete in 
the GP3 Series in 2011. Evans managed to win the 
Toyota Racing Series two years in a row in 2010 and 
2011 and won the GP3 Series in his 2nd year of rac-
ing in the series in 2012. He took the most common 
junior categories route, competing in GP3 before 
moving up to the GP2 Series in 2013. After a few 
years in the GP2, Evans signed for Jaguar Racing for 
the 2016/17 season. 2020/21 Season 7 saw Evans  
land a 4th place finish in the championship on 90 
points and a team finish of 2nd place. Evans had 
his best season in Formula E during the 2022/21 
season, finishing second in the championship with 
180 points. Evans ended the season with four wins, 
(Jakarta, Seoul, and both rounds in Rome) seven 
podiums, one pole position (Monaco), one fastest 
lap and only one DNF. Evans will race again along-
side teammate Sam Bird for Jaguar in the upcoming 

2022/23 9th season.

Sam Bird started his racing career by competing 
in karting championships in 2002, when he was 15 
years old. He spent two years driving competitively 
in both national and international championships 
before switching to the Formula BMW UK champi-
onship in 2004. From 2004 till 2014, Bird compet-
ed in various championships, both in single-seaters 
and in GT cars. He came 2nd in Formula BMW UK 
in 2005, after only his second year in the series, also 
ranking 3rd in the Formula Renault 3.5 Series stand-
ings in 2012, and 2nd in the GP2 Series in 2013. He 
signed for Virgin Racing in 2014 to compete in For-
mula E’s first season, scoring his best ranking in the 
Driver’s Championship in Season 4, finishing in 3rd. 
He drove for Virgin Racing until making the switch 
to Jaguar Racing for the 2020/21 season, alongside 
Mitch Evans, finishing 6th that year on 87 points. 
The 2021/22 season proved tougher for Sam Bird, 
with his race winning streak broken. Bird finished 
13th in the championship on 51 points. Bird broke 
his hand during the London GP, but still managed to 
finish the race; however, he had to miss both rounds 
in Seoul because of the injury. In the 2022/23 9th 
Season, Bird will continue racing for Jaguar along-

side Evans. 
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Envision Racing Formula E Team, previously known as 
Virgin Racing, DS Virgin Racing, and Envision Virgin 
Racing, has competed in Formula E since the series’ 
very first season, never missing a race. The team has 

been delivering consistent performances in the Team’s 
Championship, having finished in 3rd in 3 out of 7 

seasons and not dropping any lower than 5th. During 
their time in Formula E, Envision Racing have acquired 
11 race wins, 34 podiums and more than 1000 points - 
making the team one of the highest scoring in Formu-
la E. For the 2023 season, the team will be showcasing 
drivers Nick Cassidy in his 3rd year with them and Se-
bastian Buemi, who will be a new addition to the team 

for season 9. 

Envision

FIA Formula E/ Malcolm Griffiths
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New Zealand’s Nick Cassidy started his karting ca-
reer when he was just 6 years old, competing from 
2000 till 2007, where he won the Formula First 
Manfeild Winter Series and the Western Springs 
Speedway series. After graduating to single-seaters 
in 2008 and competing in various championships, 
Cassidy went on to win the Toyota Racing Series 
two years in a row, first claiming victory in 2012. He 
then traveled to Europe, where he raced in the FIA 
Formula 3 European and Formula Renault 2.0 cham-
pionships for a couple of years. In 2019, the now 
28-year old won the “triple crown of Japanese mo-
torsport”, securing wins in Super Formula the same 
year, Super GT in 2017, and the Japanese Formula 3 

Championship in 2015.
In 2021, Cassidy made his Formula E debut, racing 
for Envision Racing. On 16th August 2022, Cassidy 
also secured his first Formula E win in New York City, 
picked up another podium in London and contin-
ued to keep himself in the points throughout the 
season. Cassidy may have placed 11th in the cham-
pionship overall, but he took home the most fastest 
laps in the 2022 season. He will stay with the team 
for a third year in Formula E in 2023 for its 9th sea-

son.

Swiss driver Sébastien Buemi made his first sin-
gle-seater appearance in 2004 when he joined 
German Formula BMW, finishing 2nd in his second 
season in the series. After a successful junior career, 
Buemi drove in F1 for three years for Scuderia Toro 
Rosso, starting in 2009. After losing his seat there, 
Buemi entered World Endurance Racing with Toyota, 
winning WEC and the prestigious Le Mans 24 Hour 
race multiple times. Buemi has raced in Formula E 
since its beginning in 2014 with Nissan e.dams. Fin-
ishing second in the 2014/15 and 2016/17 seasons, 
Buemi improved his results just enough to take 
home the championship by 2 points in 2015/16. 
After continuous Top 5 championship placements, 
Buemi had his worst season in the 2020/21 season, 
finishing in 21st place. To date, Beumi has 13 For-
mula E wins and finished the 2022 season slightly 
higher, coming in at 15th place. After 8 seasons with 
Nissan e.dams, the Swiss driver will be joining En-
vision Racing for the 2023 season, alongside New 

Zealand’s Nick Cassidy.
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Andretti Autosport is a racing team that competes 
in multiple difficult series; in Formula E, they com-
pete under the name Avalanche Andretti. The team 

was previously known as BMW i Andretti Motor-
sport, because of the German manufacturer’s part-
nership with Andretti. They have been competing in 
Formula E since its inaugural season back in 2014, 

with many different drivers being part of the Amer-
ican team, such as former FE champions Jean-Éric 
Vergne and António Félix da Costa. Jake Dennis 
joined the team as a rookie in Season 7, and will 
partner former Porsche driver André Lotterer for 

Season 9.

Avalanche Andretti

FIA Formula E/ Malcolm Griffiths
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Following a successful stint in British F3, Lotterer be-
came an F1 reserve driver for Jaguar Racing in 2002. 
He was denied a full-time seat, only featuring in a 
single F1 race with Caterham in 2014. He had much 
more success in endurance racing, making his 24 
Hours of Le Mans debut in 2009 with Audi, finish-
ing in 7th place. The following season saw Lotterer’s 
team finish 2nd behind the dominant Peugeot. His 
first Le Mans victory came in 2011, in which his Audi 
R18 team beat the second-place Peugeot by 13 
seconds. Lotterer then competed in the FIA World 
Endurance Championship, becoming the drivers’ 

champion in his debut season. 
His Formula E debut came in 2017, with a tumultu-
ous start. Lotterer was disqualified from his first FE 
race but managed to secure 2 podiums through-
out the remainder of the season, eventually finish-
ing in 8th place overall. 2019 saw Lotterer join the 
debuting Porsche Formula E team, with his highest 
finish in  8th in 2020. Lotterer was reportedly set to 
leave Formula E for LMDh at the end of Season 8, 
but signed for Avalanche Andretti, replacing Oliver 

Askew for 2022. 

Jake Dennis started his career in karting at the age 
of 8 in 2003. He competed in various championships 
from 2003 till 2010, winning championship titles in 
the South West Cadet and British KF3 series. He 
made his single-seater debut in 2011, competing in 
the InterSteps Championship, in which he became 
champion. Dennis also competed in various other 
championships, such as Formula Renault 2.0 NEC, 
which he won in 2012, the FIA Formula 3 European 
Championship, the GP3 series, and more. He com-
bined single-seater racing and sportscars in 2017 
and 2018 and performed duties as a development 
driver for Red Bull Racing before being invited to 
test with BMW i Andretti in 2020. After impressing 
the team during the test, Dennis signed on in 2020, 
and will once again line up on the grid with Andretti 

for a third season.
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The TAG Heuer Porsche Formula E Team is rel-
atively new to the Formula E grid. Porsche an-

nounced their departure from the FIA World En-
durance Championship in July 2017 to focus on 
their Formula E campaign. They first appeared 
on the FE grid in the 2019/20 season and have 
been competing in the series since. Although 
the team has been plagued by issues, Porsche 

finally took their first victory at the 2022 Mexico 
City ePrix. After the departure of Mercedes-EQ, 
Porsche becomes the only German manufactur-

er left in the series.

Porsche

FIA Formula E/LAT Images
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Portuguese driver António Félix da Costa made 
his first appearance in single-seater racing in 2008 
when he joined Formula Renault Northern Europe 
and Formula Renault Eurocup. Da Costa won the 
Macau Grand Prix twice in 2012 and 2016. In 2012, 
he tested for Red Bull Racing during the Young 
Driver Test after multiple stand-out performances. 
He came very close to a Formula E seat with Red 
Bull and even had an agreement but eventually was 
passed on for a higher-paying driver. After the re-
jection, he did a short stint in DTM before ultimately 
moving to Formula E. Da Costa has been a fixture in 
FE since the first season, bar Season 4. When he re-
turned to the series in the 2018/19 season, he won 
on his return to the championship with BMW i An-
dretti. Da Costa joined DS Techeetah for Season 6 
and won his first Formula E championship with the 
outfit during the 2019/20 season. After 3 seasons 
with the team, da Costa left DS Techeetah to sign 

for Porsche, replacing André Lotterer.

Wehrlein made his DTM debut at the age of 18 in 
2012. He clinched the drivers’ title in his 3rd season, 
where he achieved 2 wins, 5 podiums, and 1 fastest 
lap. He became the youngest ever DTM champion 
and the only driver to have secured the title with-
out claiming a pole position. Prior to this, Wehrlein 
became a Formula One test driver and the first Mer-
cedes F1 Team junior driver. He eventually made his 
F1 debut in 2016 with Manor Racing, ending the 
season with a single point. Wehrlein then signed to 
Sauber in 2017 alongside teammate Marcus Erics-
son. Despite being the only driver to score points 
for the team, he was replaced by Charles Leclerc, 
ending his F1 career. Wehrlein found an opportuni-
ty in Formula E. His debut came in 2018/2019 with 
Mahindra Racing, and Season 9 will be Wehrlein’s 

5th in the series and 3rd with Porsche. 
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Mahindra Racing was among the founding teams of For-
mula E back in 2014/15. They have been building their 
own drivetrains since Season 2, with varying degrees of 
success. The team’s best championship result was 3rd 

place in 2016/17 thanks to 10 podiums over the season 
achieved by Felix Rosenqvist and Nick Heidfeld. Mahin-

dra has struggled to replicate this success in recent years, 
finishing only 9th in both Season 6 and Season 7. The 

team’s last win was during Season 7 when Alex Lynn took 
the checkered flag in London ePrix Race 2. While Oliver 
Rowland stays on, Mahindra will not only have a new 

driver in the form of Season 3 Champion Lucas Di Grassi 
but also a new Team Principal for the first time as Dilbagh 

Gill leaves the team.

Mahindra

FIA Formula E/ Malcolm Griffiths
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Di Grassi made his motorsport debut in karting at 
ten, establishing an impressive portfolio. Di Gras-
si switched to single-seater racing after placing 5th 
overall in the Formula A World Championship. He 
competed in numerous Formula 3 championships 
before making his Formula 1 debut with Virgin Rac-
ing in 2010. His F1 stint was riddled with difficulty, 
and Di Grassi finished in 24th position after scor-
ing no points. Di Grassi then became a Pirelli tyre 
test driver before moving into endurance racing. He 
made his Nürburgring 24 Hours debut in 2012 and 
partnered with Audi in the opening rounds of the 

American Le Mans Series. 
It was also during this period that Di Grassi estab-
lished himself as a pioneer for Formula E. He tested 
the first prototype “Formulec” car, though he soon 
terminated his role as a test driver to take part in 
the inaugural Formula E championship. As of 2023, 
he is the only Formula E driver to compete in every 
season, achieving one world title in 2018. In Season 
8, Di Grassi finished in 5th place for ROKiT Venturi 
Racing, and made the switch to Mahindra for Sea-
son 9, citing his experience and relationship with 

ABT Sportsline as an important influence.

When Oliver Rowland picked up karting, he was only 
7 years old. By the time he debuted in cars in 2010 
at age 18, Rowland had achieved success in multiple 
national and international karting championships. 
After his debut in Formula Renault, he was awarded 
the McLaren Autosport BRDC Award, just like team-
mate Alexander Sims. Climbing up the Motorsport 
ladder, Rowland made it into the GP2 series for two 
years and finished 3rd in the championship in 2017. 
He gained his first Formula E experience in the 2015 
Punta del Este ePrix, where Rowland replaced Nick 
Heidfeld at Mahindra. Despite being a standby driv-
er for Renault e.Dams in 2017, it was not until the 
2018/2019 season that Rowland made it to the se-
ries full-time with Nissan e.Dams where he stayed 
for 3 seasons with a best championship finish of 5th 
in Season 6. Rowland finished 14th in Season 8, but 
will partner Season 3 Champion Lucas Di Grassi for 

Season 9.
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Nissan e.Dams originally entered the inaugural championship 
season as Team e.Dams Renault before rebranding to Renault 

e.Dams for Seasons 2 and 4, during which time they collaborat-
ed with Alain Prost. Sébastien Buemi was with the team from 
Seasons 1 through until Season 8 and together they won the 
drivers’ championship in Season 2 and missed it by 24 points 
in Season 3. The French team won the Teams’ Champion for 

three consecutive years in the first few seasons but have since 
dropped down the grid, finishing 10th place in Season 7. Sea-
son 8 saw an improvement with the Nissan team finishing 9th 
overall, with a total points finish of 36. For Season 9 the French 
team has undergone some changes. Dropping DAMS from their 

title, the team has rebranded to simply be called Nissan. Fur-
thermore the team has opted for a brand new, all-French driver 
lineup, with Norman Nato and Sacha Fenestraz, former FE re-

serve drivers for the Jaguar team. 

Nissan

FIA Formula E/Sam Bloxham
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Born in Cannes, Norman Nato began karting in 2001 
at the age of nine. By 2010 Nato had debuted in the 
Formula series. Driving in the F4 EuroCup series, he 
secured the junior championship. Moving up to For-
mula Renault in 2011, where he stayed until 2014, 
Nato narrowly missed the title on a few occasions. 
In 2015, Nato graduated to Formula 2, signing with 
the Arden International Team where over three sea-
sons he would score numerous podiums and three 
wins, finishing runner up in the 2017 season. Nato 
had a brief stint in Le Mans series with Racing Engi-
neering, finishing third in his debut season. In 2018 
Nato signed with Venturi to be their official Formula 
E team reserve driver, but was promoted to full time 
driver during the 2020/21 season scoring two podi-
ums and a race win in Valencia. Nato made history 
in Formula E as the only person to win a race as third 
driver in their rookie season. Despite these results, 
Nato failed to secure a full-time seat with the team 
for the following season,  but Jaguar quickly signed 
him as a reserve driver for their eighth season. Nato 
returns for Season 9 in a full-time position driving 

for the french Nissan team.

Raised in Argentina, but born in France Sacha 
Fenestraz began Karting in 2006 aged seven in 
both French and Argentine competitions. In 2015 
Fenestraz debuted in the French F4 Championship, 
winning the Junior Category, and finishing runner 
up overall. The following year Fenestraz graduated 
to Formula Renault, in his second season in 2017 
Fenestraz took home the championship. In 2018 
Fenestraz debuted in the FIA European F3 Cham-
pionship, scoring one race win in his rookie season. 
Having lost his Renault sponsorship in 2019, Fenes-
traz moved to the Japanese Formula 3 competition 
with the B-Max Racing Motopark Team and became 
the second ever rookie to win the overall champi-
onship. 2019 also saw him compete in the Super-GT 
Championship and finish 4th overall. In 2020 Fenes-
traz signed with the Jaguar Formula E team as a re-
serve driver for the 2020/21 and 2021/22 seasons. 
For the 2022/23 Season, Sacha Fenestraz has a full-

time seat with the Nissan team.
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NIO 333 Racing has been competing in Formula E 
since its inaugural season in 2014/15. The team was 

previously known as China Racing, NEXTEV TCR, NEX-
TEV NIO, and NIO Formula E Team, before changing 
their name to NIO 333 Racing recently. In Season 1, 

Nelson Piquet Jr. won the Driver’s Championship with 
the team, while the team finished 4th in the Team’s 

Championship. The following years, the team scored 
mixed results in the Team’s Championship, with 6th as 
their highest classification in Season 3, and 10th out of 
11th in the previous season. Dan Ticktum is staying at 
the team for a second season. Sérgio Sette Câmara is 
joining the team after two full seasons at DRAGON / 

PENSKE.

NIO 333

FIA Formula E/Malcolm Griffiths

25



  
Sérgio Sette Câmara’s career started with karting in 
2011. He competed at a national level in his home 
country of Brazil before moving to the European 
and international series in 2012. Sette Câmara first 
competed in Formula racing in 2014 when he was 
given a seat in Fórmula 3 Brasil to race with Cesário 
F3 and race in Euro F3 with EuroInternational. By 
the end of 2019, the Brazilian had completed three 
seasons of FIA Formula 2. His highest championship 
finish was 4th in 2019 with DAMS. Sette Câmara 
first competed in Formula E in 2019 with Dragon / 
Penske simultaneously with a role as McLaren F1’s 
test and development driver. After two complete 
seasons in Formula E with Dragon / Penske, Sette 
Câmara is now making the switch to Nio 333 Rac-
ing. His best championship finish was 20th in the 

2021/2022 Formula E season.

Dan Ticktum started his racing career in 2007 when 
he began competing in karting at the age of 8. He 
enjoyed national success early on in his career, win-
ning a few competitions in just his second year of 
championship racing. He completed the Grand Slam 
of British national cadet titles, winning the British FKS 
Championship, National ABkC Super One Cham-
pionship, British Open Championship, and British 
Grand Prix Championship in 2011; he was only the 
second driver to do so. Ticktum started competing 
internationally the following year and eventually 
made his single-seater debut in 2015. From 2015 
onwards, he climbed his way up the ranks, winning 
the Macau Grand Prix in 2017 and 2018, and finish-
ing as runner-up in 2018’s FIA Formula 3 season. 
In 2020 and 2021, Ticktum competed in Formula 2, 
finishing 11th in his rookie year and finishing 4th in 
his second year in the series. After joining the series 
in the 2021/2022 season with the NIO 333 Racing 
team, he is staying with them for another season.
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After a year away from Formula E, Team ABT returns 
to the series. The team previously competed as Audi’s 
factory team and was the most successful team in its 
seven seasons in the series. The team collected 1,380 

points, 14 victories and 47 podium finishes in 84 races. 
Unfortunately, Audi pulled out of Formula E which also 

meant a departure for ABT. The team remained pas-
sionate about electric racing and also joined Extreme 
E. This season they return as Team ABT CUPRA with 
a power train supplied by Mahindra. For their return 
to Formula E they signed drivers that already know 

the team and each other well. Frijns and Müller were 
teammates in DTM for three years driving for Team 

ABT.

ABT Cupra

FIA Formula E/Sam Bloxham
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Now back to being the only Dutchman in Formula 
E, Robin Frijns will enter his seventh Formula E sea-
son. He started karting at a young age, won several 
championships and eventually acquired a scholar-
ship to race in Formula BMW. That kick-started his 
junior career where he won three championships in 
a row and eventually became a Formula 1 test driv-
er. He then continued his career in GT racing where 
he won several championships and prestigious rac-
es. In 2015 he joined Formula E with Andretti Mo-
torsport, then took a year away from the series. He 
rejoined with Envision Racing and was always a front 
runner and now switches to his old DTM team, Team 

ABT, to continue that run.

The Swiss driver started karting in 2004, in 2007 he 
became national champion and then switched to 
single-seaters. He drove in series such as Formu-
la Renault and GP3 and even became the Swiss 2L 
champion. After his junior career, he switched to 
DTM and GTs where he was rather successful. In 
2017, as an Audi Factory driver, he was signed as a 
development driver for the Formula E program. He 
eyed the Audi seat but eventually had to settle for a 
seat with Dragon. His Formula E career so far hasn’t 
been what he wished for, but together with ABT he 

hopes to take it to higher ground.
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